Defense/Prosecution Preparation Worksheet

Write answers to the following questions in neat handwriting on a piece of lined notebook paper or in a computer print-out. This sheet will help you prepare for the classroom re-enactment of the Dorr trial. The preparation sheet will be worth a significant portion of your grade for the trial exercise. It will be due in class on the day of the trial.

Half of your defense or prosecution team should be prepared to deliver an opening statement, and the other half should be prepared to deliver a closing statement. This preparation sheet will create a foundation for your arguments, but you will also need to work with your team to prepare separate notes and arguments. Both teams will be debating the sole charge in this trial: “The defendant, Thomas/Tammy Dorr, claimed to be the governor of Rhode Island. Dorr did knowingly take up arms against the lawful, rightful government of Rhode Island in an act of treason.”

See the attached rubric to learn how your performance in the trial will be graded.

Short Responses (1 sentence/ 2pts each)

1. What percentage of Rhode Island’s white male population could vote in 1829?

2. How much property (in dollars) was needed to vote?

3. In what month and year did the “People’s Convention” elect Dorr as the “People’s Governor”?

4. In which Rhode Island town was Dorr’s militia finally defeated?

5. Which part of the Constitution (article and section) guarantees that every state will have a republican form of government? 

Long responses (1 paragraph/ 5pts each)

6. On what authority did Thomas/Tammy Dorr claim to be governor?

7. One faction in this dispute created the People’s Charter, and the other wrote the Freeman’s Constitution. Which side created each document—and why?

8. Explain whether or not Thomas/Tammy Dorr was right lead a rebellion against Samuel/Samantha King’s government.

