Character Preparation Worksheet
Write answers to the following questions in neat handwriting on a piece of lined notebook paper or in a computer print-out. This sheet will help you prepare for the classroom re-enactment of the Dorr trial. The preparation sheet will be worth a significant portion of your grade for the trial exercise. It will be due in class on the day of the trial.

On the day of the trial, you will be asked to deliver a brief speech about your role in Dorr’s Rebellion. After that, you will be asked questions by the prosecution and defense. Both sides will be debating the sole charge in this trial: “The defendant, Thomas/Tammy Dorr, claimed to be the governor of Rhode Island. Dorr did knowingly take up arms against the lawful, rightful government of Rhode Island in an act of treason.”

See the attached rubric to learn how your performance in the trial will be graded.

Short Responses (1 sentence/ 2pts each)

1. What is your character’s name? When were you born (give an exact answer if available, or guess)?

2. What is your character’s job?

3. What percentage of Rhode Island’s white male population could vote in 1829?

4. In what month and year did the “People’s Convention” elect Dorr as the “People’s Governor”?

5. In which Rhode Island town was Dorr’s militia finally defeated?

Long responses (1 paragraph/ 5pts each)

4. Does your character think Thomas/Tammy Dorr was correct when he/she claimed to be governor? Explain your answer in your character’s words.

5. What did your character do when Dorr took up arms against Samuel/Samantha King’s government?

6. Explain, in your own words, whether or not Thomas/Tammy Dorr was right lead an armed rebellion against Samuel/Samantha King’s government.

